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Farm Marketing and Level of.ﬁifihg

)

Location for Marketing . . ::“;i

Kitsap County farms are favorably logated for marketing in the local
peninsular area with its papulation.of .85;000 but are handicapped by ferrying
costs and bridge tolls in moving farm products to processing and consumption
centers in the Puget Sound basin and other national markets. In general, even
though the area depends mainly on ferry and barge trdansportation, it is somew~
what centrally located.within the Puget Sound.marketing area, This populated
reglon with its 1,250,000, consumers .is the third largest market area on the
Pacific Coast. The future for selling more farm products is good both on the
peninsula and the western Washington mainland adjacent to Puget Sound because
the ropulation is growing steadily. Furthermore, future engineering plans
proposed will connect the Kitsap Peninsula to.Seattle with cross-Sound bridging
and to the Olympic Peninsula by bridging Hocd -Canal., While the peninsular
location adds to: transportation costs in exporting products, it also acts as a
barrier against imports of farm products fvom other counties, Kitsap farmers
enjoy a good advantage in their local market, . - . | C e

Transportation.
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stock farms and farm woodlands is primarily dependent on trucks. and Puget Sound
ferries, Only .a limitcd amount of products produced by farmers ®se rail or

. rallroad barge service. The Washington State Ferries, a public, statemowned

utility, provides the most important facility, There are four ferry terminals
in Kitsap County which connect with the mainland in the densely populated

”

Seattle-Everett area, Tcrminals are at Bremerton er, Winslow and Kingston,
3 3
Bremerton is the main terminal .through which farm products enter and leave the
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county, An hourly schedule .over a 20~hour daily period is available for farmers

who sell in the Seattle market, .

The Winslow terminal serves the berry, flower and specialty farming dis-
trict on Bainbridge Island, Bainbridge growers are serviced with twenty ferry

departures daily for Seattls. North Kitsap Peninsula farmers about Poulsbo

- and Kingston can use a service which has. thirteen ferry trips daily to the
Seattle-Everctt area, The Harper ferry serves.the south Kitsap arvea with 23
ferry trips daily., Kitsap County farmers can also market goods on the Olympic
Peninsula in the Port Townsend and.Port Angeles trade areas by using the ferry
which departs from Lofall 28 times. dally across Hood Canal for the Olympia
Peninsula, '

The main truck route developed since 1938 is the State of Washington toll
bridge which..crosses.the.narrews of Puget Sound at.Tacoma. Through use of
Highway 1L across this bridge Bremerton and most Kitsap communities and farm
-places are within 35 to 70 miles or 2 hours travel time from Tacoma.

Truck and truck-trailer tolls on the eross-Sound ferries and across the
Taqomg,manrows:bridge~add,a»signifiqanb;cost,to the .8tatewlde agricultural
marketing of Kitsap produets, They also add-to the cost and price of supplies
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and eguipment which Kitsap farmers buy frcm sources outside the county, Ferry
tolls range from $3.00 for pickup trucks to over $15,00 for large trucks and -
trailers for 3_ohe~way. trip Yetweén the Kitsap Peninsula and the meinland at .
Seattle, I/ For instance, these charges would add over:a dollar per ton for
strawberries and Christmas trees going across the Sound t6. ‘market, and 1ikewise
would add a dollar or more per ton to the price of hay and feed.comingiinto the
county ol oharges on the Tacoma bridge for farm trucking are. slightly less
LaugLHg from -p.t..uu for. b 'BIIB Bma.u.ési truck to W W,Ior the Largasn carr:.ere. _/
z;Incnme Va-ue of Products Sold 5.’?¢‘u;»1- L s
I wsur.pua 01 agi‘ic‘:uuure aa’oa. on: ‘the va.i.ue OI farm procmcw BD.LG, eam.mnmg
feveed. -produets, show that gross’ dncome has been fluctuating in recent ysars.
. Kitsap. County farmers receiveld §1l;1166,226. for .orops and livestock in 19Ll.
_In 1949 returns were higher at’ $2,133:518 andiby 1954 had fallen to $1,844,958.
An aSolmane Trom.the Kitsap uoufmy ‘Extension De;z‘v:l.ce states that during tne A
,:Tfive-year perlod :of 1952-1957, the’ total value ' of ‘gll farm products sold -
~ averaged Jh,525,000.. This.figure includes-the value of forest. producta which
1acceunt for a major share of the total farm products sold. ! ;

7 Marketing Farm Forest Producta

The county ranks second among the counties of the state in vaiue of
praduﬂts aold a“d is one of thc leading caun»;es in the United: States. Forest
gap. County farmers during the period 1952-57 " 0f this total, Christmas. trees
and evergreen brush: {nuckleberry-and: salal) accounted for.the major portion of ;
.the inogme, - Livestock and livestock products made up L2 perse rt of the'total® ;
_walue of.farm products sold, with poultry ‘and poultry produ cts and dairy -prod
ucts the Iargest Bources- of income. | R

s Qut of a\tv+ l of 356 cemmerci al farms ‘there were, 15 ferms in 19 ~

. eales over $25,000 and 30 farms.which-sold between $10,000 and &25,0 rth o

" of farm products. Over one~third or 135 conmercial farms had sales of products
worth lese than wl 200 in 195&. S
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. Marketing of: Daiv"y tPruduct.B T

_ff Acco*dlng to ,he 195h Agriawlture Genazs, KL sap County farmers marketed
livastock and- dairy. r_:;'od,\_x_cts wortha t;gt,a,_n_ af < &‘il 76 762¢ The sale of whole’
milk and cream by dairy farmers accounted for- 30 percent of the total, In-

. 195k, dairymen sold 7,87L,406" pounds ‘of whole milk and 61,941 pounds of cream

t0 processors and distributors for 'd@ value of $l01,076,
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1/ Washington State Ferrtes, Ferry Termlnal, Pier 52 Seattle b, washington. .
Chart of Truck or Trailer Tolls.' (mimeographedj April l, 1957. SRS

"}

2/, State, of Washlngton, Depammem of Highuays,’ "Tacoma Narrows Bridge Toll"f""" :
.. Schedula, March 1, 1953, ..
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1 Table 23¢- ldvestook and Iiveéstock lsrd'dnq’ts l"faxfi;gét"ed )

Kitsap Cotrfy, 195k, = * S
Lok S il e

.. . . Class .of .Livdstock T - Quamtity | Amount Received , .
o, 7 Ppoducts ‘Sold : .. Marketed ' By‘ Farmers '

o wo . Dadry Produets - AT R

P T WhoTe i Tka e an- ~= 7,847,406 1bs, | .8 371,582

Butterfate—-cecamcannaca. 5k, 941 lbs, 29,49

Total all dairy products = $ 551,02%

Poultry and poultry products
Chickengeeemememawemnames | 235,351 birds| § 268,550

. Turkeyb, ducks,- geegowmmme’ : :

I SR Total all poultry & poultry products’| ¢ 798,713
-o oo Animals séld-mlive IR ‘ o

CatELommmmman o iommi e o 727 head [ § 90,012

CalveSmmmmenmanm= ) 990 head | 33,567

Hogs and piggemmeesecccnas 1,646 hea . 48,436

Sheep 2ad lambsmmmsmmmmea 150 head 2,060

AVt T N 3 }. K3 o AN

* Horses and milegescmmemns 23 head . Ay YL i

7 Total ‘all animals sold alive | TR 5

Other1dvestock and livedtock T - '
products sold o o 1 0 $ 988

<

81,376,762 ..
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Six plants ‘are engages in buying milk and cream for procesd ng into milk
and eizer duiry:.produzts. . Of these, Kitsap-Mason Dairymen's Assoclation buys
and processss.over 95 pefzent of the milk produced by dairy herds in the county
througi hens and svore delivery, There are three plants which also buy cream
for use in ninufaciaring butter and two.plants which produce dce cream and
cottage cheese, "hree plants are located in Bremerton,  two in Poulsbo and one
in Port Orchard, Also lovated in the county are three producer-distributors,

Kitsap Jounty is a deficit fluid midkc area. The local dairy farms do not
produce enough for the immediate market. Nearly 15 million pounds of milk a

year are shipned into the county from neighboring Puget Sound processors to
make up the deficit and supply the Kitgap County population with its fluid
milk needs, ) Coat. ‘
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Kitsap County poultrymen sold $798,713 werth of poultry products in 195k,
This was over 57 percent of the, total value.of livestock and livestock prode
uets sold that year, The sale of eggs accounted for about:-72 percent and
chickens for over 20 percent. Farmers received $576,408 for 1,326,404 dozen
eggs and sold 235,351 chickens for $168,550y- Also marketed were:turksys, ducks
and geesé worth $53;750.: The Kitsap County Extension Servige estimates that

LIS T - . . .
income frofh eggs ahd pbdliry products will reach a figure of nearly .one million

dollars by 1957,

1 i
. -
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The Washington Cooperative Farmers' Association maintains an egg receiving
station in Poulsbo which collects eggs for shipment to their processing plant
in Tacoma., Many poultrymen market thelr eggs ‘either through direct retail ocute
lets or wholesale to large supermarkets. They also sell to ‘dairies that have
retall routes or stores, There are eight commercial buyers who buy eggs from
producers to sell in stores or on home delivery routes, A number of producer~
distributors sell eggs door-~to~door,. HMost of the eggs produced on Kitsap farms

| T W, .
¢ county, ..
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Marketing Livéstcck and Livestock-Prbductge o
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r market in 1954 brought farmers about $176,000

1 " P o !
according o the Cansus, There‘are'twodliveqtodk slaughter plaants located in
Kitsap Counvy. - However, much of.the livestock 18 transported to slaughter and
packing pianis in Pierce and King Counties, A livestock auction in the south

12 VLowo wando N o
ides a means of selling live animals, -

Sales cf
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Marketing of Crops

According to the 195h Census of Agriculture, farmers sold srops valued
at $416,285, This is slightly mere than one-fifth of the total value of all

products sold off farms, In farm value of ‘crops, Kitsap County stood 32 in
the state, e '

F'”uitv = Y10 a o

berries provided tha largest source of inseme,’ bringing §293,8?h or 62,7 per=
cent o the total value of crops.marketed. Kitsap County ranked ninsteenth
among courties of the state in sales of these Pproducts.

[

Table 2L ,~ Crops Merketed From Kitsap Qounty Farms, 195k,

' : - Amount Received :
— : : S TS T Percent All
Type of Crop Sold . - By Farmers. :
o . - .1 (Dollars) - + Orops Sold

Fruits, Nuts and Berries S
" (peaches, cherries, filberts, -
strawberries, raspberries) | § 293,87 20,T
Hortlcultural Specialties (cut ~ | . - . i
. flowers, plants, florist™" - S -
greens, holly, shrubs,’étc,) | ., 108,928 - (Y

s

- Field Crops (hay, silage, wheat,
potatoes, etc,) 7,087 3

Vegetables (sweet corn, snap
beans, carrots, cucumbers,

cabbage, etc.) S - 6,396 ek
Forest products (Christmas trees, | = . . ‘
' .. evargreen brush; sawlogs) - ' | 1,000,000 1/ 70,7
~ Total amount-received by -~ | T . N
fammers for .cash crops o1 81,416,285 100.0

‘,ul7vﬁ§t1mate of Extension Se}vice,.Kitsap County. U,S5, Census of
: Agric. did not” collect date on Christmas ‘treés and foliag 8ol
.+ .. from farms in 1954,

Source: U.S. Census, Agriculturs,

©
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Her¢icaltural specialties which.include flowers, bulbs, plants, shrubbery
and holly made up 23.3 perecent of the total for -the. crops with a value of
$108,928 in 1954, There are six commercisl nurseries located in Kitsap County,

Field crops and vegetables play a minor role in providing a souree of ine
come to farmers. A great portion of the acreage 1s in tame and wild grasses
used for hay and silage, Nearly all of the hay and silage eut is consumed on
the farm with littls or none of it being sold. Vegetable crops such as sweet
corn, snap beans, carrots and-cabbage are grown for market but on a small basis,
All of the vegetables grown commercially are sold on the fresh market within
. the county. The Farmers Market in Bremerton offers an outlet for many - of the

small producers of such products as eggs, poultry, vegetables, fruits, bulbe,
flewers and berries of various varieties, I

Marketing Farm Foresthrgducts

Farm forest products are beceming more and more important to Kitsap County
farmers as a source of income; The Census of. Agriculture showed farmers had
sold %51,911 worth of .cordwood; pulpwood and sawlogs in 1954, Farmers are
turning their farm woodlets into profitable scurces of income, There are no

- census data on Christmas trees and foliage,: With a growing market for Christmas
trees and evergreen brush, Kitsap County farmers realize an income of over two
million dollars a year, according to Extension Service estimategs, It is esti=

mated by the Farm.Forestry Agent that about 1,250,000 Christmas trees are cut

QLA Come ge
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green brush, Kitsap now ranks second in the state and is one of the major
' suppliers in the United ‘States, Kitsap County has seven certified tree farms,

" which are not generally ulassified as farms under the Census definition. These

farms, however, are growing timber as a crop,

Table 25, Foresi Products on Farms, Kitsap County, 195k,

1

_-.-....._...' R = '—;:mTﬁm
: . Type of Product s Quantity -

-, ‘| Reporti -
Firewen: and fuelwood cutesmesesceans 563 14,227 cords -
Fence pusts cut —————————————— 193 18,691 posts
Sawlogs and veneer 1ogs CUtem=ewmease | - 83 . 5,286 M bvd, ft,.
Pulpwcod cut (fir, alder, maple ete,) | - N 122 cords
. Cascarx barkemwemma e e ——— wmmnmens | no data
Fir seed cones~emewm- e e e m~emee-~ | 1o data
Christmas trees-wes-w mewmcrcemc-w [ no fata
Value of firewood, fence posts, logs, | .
" Jumber, pulpwood and other forest _ o :
" Products B0ldmmucemimmcccomiceeees |7 7115 | $51,911

-~ Sources: U.S, Census, Agriculture. -
Wash, Crop and Livestock Reporting Service,

There are six commercial Christmas tree farms in the county who cut,

. package and ship trees to ¢ities in California and eastern United States, Many
of the farmers cut their-own trees and sell them to the shippers on a footage

- basis, The price per tree.ranges from 50¢ to. 51,00 depending upon'the height
of the tree, Kitsap County has nearly L0,000 acres in Christmas trees,
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»fs . There are twelve huckleberry and.salal evergreen foliage buying and pack=

7" ing companies in the county,  These: firms- ship the: folisge throughout the

- ;Uniﬁed Stateés and some abroad for:the. florist trade, There ig & unfform demand
“'for hucklsberry brush tnrougnoun the year w1nn an avarage price of 25 cents per
' bunch. ' 2 N ’

) A tobal of 150 separate logging operatora are located throﬁghout Kitaap
Guunty. - Local farm woodland logs .are mainly. sold to the 26 .saw mills in the
“céunty, Bome larger high grade logs are trucked to mills inm Shelton-and Tacoma,
There 1g.a green venser mill in Port:Gamble and a piling and pole tresting

. 'f; company a Winslow on' Bainbridge Island.~ Nearly 75 percent of Kitsap COunty

4g 1in foryst land and much of this-is young timber of small sawnill.log size

“or of good dimensions for poles and. Piling,

Aecricultural Income Compared 33 Other Income Soursces

.., Net inoome frem agriculture accounts for less.than one=half.of 1 percent
of ‘the total income received by the residents.of Kitsap County: Income from
v ‘Wages, salaries, rents and profits;in. ather non-agricultural: ocoupations and

+ ol ol e I IRE P
"industries. exseeded that from agriculture, Incoms received from Rayrolls of

0o the U, 8, Navy and other- government work provided the greatest - smurce of income
fbr the res¢dents of Kitsap Countys - . . . o S s

»

2._,/ John A, Onthrle and- S".:anle:y' k. Boyls,, ugduu‘y Tﬁﬁcl"ﬁa ﬂ“‘i“nﬁnuu in Washington,
-

1950~1952. . Pullman, Wash,  Washington State College, Bulletin Nos 26 .
* Leas than one-half of lapercent and dnoluded in Miscellaneous,

.
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aveclxlea barm m;penditures

o In tha 198h Census of Agriculture farmers reported expenditures related

“l . to their farming operations. "Kibsap County farmers spent a total of $1,872,260

Lor mﬁénlna nlre, ;anor, 1eea, gasonine anq otnar specixied 1tems. #eed for

A "‘

| Table 2 = ?ypes and;SQgécgéaéf.Insﬁme~1950-1952
- .1#5;94@9&9%3;5/. : *
' “Type and Sowrce| . Incame.in Dellare by Years - | -
of Income 1550 ,hp¢1aglJi‘ 987 - :
Agrioplture - | . * & e o *
.. Construction $ 2 h19,ooo $ 2, 302,000 $ 3,931,000 2,21 1.8] 2.9
" “Goverrmert: 51 376,000 -~66,713,ooo 73,207,000-'gh7.7 5351 S3.b
Mhnufacturing -3 5&3}000_> h,lSS;OOO ,551 000| 3.3 343 3.3
*" Service i 6,028 000| 395,000 : ,ohs,oeo S8 5.1 5,1
Transportation, ' : N :
;Ccmmunicat;on
<~ and UtllitLSB 3 ?82 000 ¢ h’032§@90' '1h5502,000 - 305 3.2 303
Trade = - 112 h33,ooo ' lh 863,000{ - 15,966,000} 1%.6] 11,9 11,6
Miscellaneous " 1,358,000 1,513,000 1,922,000f 1,30 1l.2] 1.4
Property Income| 1.,702,000| 15,552,000 x6,601,000]  13.7[+12.5| 12,1
Other Income 11,935.000] __9,370,000{ 9,hh1,000' 11,1 |2 765 | _ 6.9
Total $107,576,000 $12u,805,ooo $137,166,000| 20040 +100,0 | 100,0

e
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livestock and poultry accounted for nearly 70 percent of the total farm expense,
Kitsap ranked 13 in the state in total expenditures for feed and 16 as to
average expenditure per farm,

Teble 27,~ Spocified Farm Expenditures in 195k, Kitsap County

Type of Number of Farms | Expenditure of | Average

- Expenditure * HReporting All Farms Per Farm

Machine hireopoucoocOOaaoooooo h?l $ h2,165 . $ 100

Hired labor.a-.....un...nu 316 367’055 ’ 1,-162

Feed for livestock and poultry 1 j35:1__ . 1,299,320 . 955

Gasoline, petroleum fuel & oil 796 103,325 130

Commercial fertilizer... sessan | 356 57,255 ’ 161

Lime and liming materialS.es.e | .3 3,10 ~ 90

. | Total expended - . $1,872,260

Source: U,S, Cénsus, Agriculture,

. Spectalization in dairying aﬁd.poultry and the growing of berries r ix
elzeable expenditures for labor and feed, Hired labor costs averaged $1,162
per farm on the 316 farms reporting this expense,

.
1e8

Farms hiring machinery had an average éxpenditure of $100, which indicates

that most Kitsap County farmers own machines .

Level of Living on Kitsap County Farmg

On the whole, farm oople.have not enjoyed as high a level of living as
city pedple. Farm incomsis are lower, on the average, than urban incomes, Bew
cause of the isolated location of many farmers, such conveniences as electricity,
hot and cold running water and telephones have not been as easily available to
farm families, This is the general situation in American agriculture,

In Washington State and Kitsap County, however, the farm population come
pares quite favorably with other population groups with respect to the conveni-
ences of modern living. Table 27 shows finding of a study of farm family
level-of =living index for the State of Washington compared to national standards,.
This index is bagei on the prevalence -of electricity, telephones, autumobiles,
etc,, and the average value of products sold on each of the farms,

The staadards of living on Kitsap County farms are above average, The
farm family level -»f-living index for the United States was 122 in 1950, com~
pared to 100 in 1255, Washington was above the national average in 1950 with
an index of 154, ranking eleventh among the states.

The farm family level-of~living index for Kitsap County in 1950 was 139,
below the state figure, but considerably above the national average. The median
income per farm family of $2,LL5 was above the state figure and far above the
rational median income, Kitsap County farms exceeded thas state and national
averages in having such conveniences as electric washing machines, mechanical
refrigerators, telephones, hot and cold water plumbing and central heating.
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Table 28.,- Indices of Level ‘of - Living of Kitsap County Farm.

Families, 1950 Gomparsd with State ‘and fational Averagea L :
T T P"i-cemage of total farm families with Tisted .
e _Indgx I_tems ‘ index items. 4
L o il [ Undted States | Washington Kit.sap County
‘Farm Family Levei-of-Living r-“f 122 8L 139
- " Median Income per Family | = 81,567 - 82 380" B $2,hh5 ..
v Eregtrioity. ‘ 78.3% - 92.5% . 95013
Electris Bt Water Heater |* 17,12 Cleag | . L0.7#
* Elestris Vashing Mechine 68,78 - | - 85.4% . B1.6%
R .HC’N Fwaeaers ) L 1201% ’ 1&.5% Lo 708%
Mesh. Refrigerators a 62,78 | - - 17.4% 18,28
Telephoae = - 38.2%.. - 57456 | 63.9%
Hot and Cold Water Plumbing ¢ - 23.8% 7048 75.6%
Central Heating = b 181% | - 17.8% 22.9%
Houses with Move than One | :- ' * * = - L
~ Person por Roo.. ‘ , 22.3% 15.7% o 1h,08
L. NMatomobiloa . ; S 63,@% DS BN ?',7,6% = 71.7%
~ Travel 10 itles: or Moro R : - . .
to Trading Cemcer - L 2B | 20458 16-75.

' Soliree: Walter 1, Slocum and Carol L, Stone, The

- Farm People oi‘ Washington at. md-Centug

c‘.loser to trading cent.ers ‘than the average of all American counbies.

Also, Kitsep County farms, in genera}., enjoyed better housing than 1¢ found in
.many American farming regions, As-.a whole, the farms were less :.solated, being

>

. As hi story and statistics presented in these pages have shown, agr:lculture
in Mtaap County ig a record of progress by its industrious peopls, In less
than & century those who have chosen to live on the soil have madé it an ime

. portant farming county. ' Its dairy, poultry, vegetable, berry and fruit and
_‘horticultural specialty farme add much to the economic well-being of the area,.

LY 2R,

Many paru--tme farms provide a secure and wholescme way of .Lue for industrial

- ~_.workers, Each farm stands as a living monument to the spirit of enterprise and
. progress and religlous faith of the many and varied agriculturists choosing

their homes in the countryside of Kitsap County, -
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